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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from Page 1 


     


meeting a success. First of all it must have a purpose. Our effort is designed to edify us as members and offer an appeal to those who have not obeyed Christ. It must have planning and that planning began many months ago. It requires preparation.  A sign was made and erected, a workday was held to tidy up loose ends. It requires a presenter and 


Bro. Sewell Hall will come far each night to present lessons on things that should be important to us. The theme, “Building our Faith” focuses on subjects that will make us better servants of God and help us to know The real basis of our hope in this life and the life to come. 


     But, the one thing that really matters most to the success of this meeting is your participation in each and every service and that will take some effort on your part. Work schedules may have to be changed, homework completed early, ball practice missed a trip to the fair rescheduled. There may be other scheduled activities that you must give up to be here every night but look closely at the nightly subjects and decide which one is unimportant enough to miss.   


     I have said often that the choices we make about matters like this says much about our commitment to God. If you think that this special effort to encourage lost souls and to be edified to a closer walk with God is important, you have a chance to prove it this weekend meeting.


     If you make your plans and have the determination to be here every night, I will assure you that you will say as the Psalmist “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go unto the house of Jehovah". (Ps 122:1)


Joe Phillips





     Sometime when you have an opportunity to observe on TV the pomp and pageantry of a Roman Catholic mass, or a papal visit, or the installation of a pope; or when you have occasion to give attention to the complex government of that institution—take the time to meditate on the fact that that elaborate and wealthy organization traces its origins to the simple church described in the New Testament.  How has it come so far?  It is important for us to analyze the course of its development lest we begin along the same road in our own generation.


The Steps of Apostasy


1.  The steps were small.  The Roman Catholic Church did not become what it is overnight.  Indeed, it has taken nearly twenty centuries.  Each step taken has been so small as to be almost imperceptible.  Few have been so revolutionary as to be particularly disturbing, and opposition to so small a step would have seemed reactionary.  No one could have envisioned the eventual destiny to which these small steps could lead.


2.  The steps were logical.  They appealed to human wisdom and appeared to be improvements. Even more significantly, each seemed to be required (or at least justified) by the preceding one.  The first involved elevation of one of the elders to be a kind of permanent president or overseer (bishop).  Next, smaller churches in nearby communities who did not have such an able leader came to depend on the bishop in the city.  Soon the bishops of the smaller cities were looking to those of the larger cities for leadership, and in turn these began to 


    








5.  The steps were away from divine authority.  As men were elevated in the church, they exercised increasing authority over the faith of the members.   Soon they were making creeds and anathematizing all who disagreed.  These creeds, which were at first written in an effort to expound Scripture, gradually became statements of doctrine for beyond anything hinted at in Scripture.  Tradition was eventually recognized as equal in authority with the Bible.


6.  The steps were predicted.  Paul warned the elders of the church in Ephesus:  “I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves” (Acts 20:29-30).  Similar warnings and predictions are found in 2 Thessalonians 2:12-13; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; 2 Peter 2:1-3 and elsewhere.


Lessons For Us


The Holy Spirit’s warnings are as relevant today as in New Testament times.  Every preceding generation has experienced apostasy, and there is no reason to suppose that ours is immune.  Indeed, the radical changes taking place in our society make us all the more likely to be drawn away from “the old paths.”


     Every new proposal and every new doctrine must be studied in the light of God’s word.  We must not allow ourselves to be intimidated by charges of “legalism” or “book religion” or even “traditionalism.”  The New Testament in its entirety is the doctrine of Christ.  “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.  He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the father and the Son” (2 John 9).


 








					





The Road to Rome


By Sewell Hall








gather on occasions for discussion of various problems.  Each step seemed altogether reasonable and productive of greater efficiency.


3.  The steps were successful – successful at least in the eyes of men.  As organization increased, the church became more “visible” and more influential.  By 313 A.D. the mighty Roman Empire ceased to persecute and began to listen to the church.  With this new recognition came large numbers of converts and acquisition of large and impressive buildings. Success indeed!  Who can argue with success?


4.  The steps were always an enhancement of human vanity.  The primitive church offered unlimited opportunity for service, but none for worldly honor.  Paul wrote even of the apostles, “For I think God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.  We are fools for Christ’s sake…we are weak…we are dishonored” (1 Corinthians 4:9-10).  All the glory which the church had to give was to the Lord.  When the Corinthian church began to exalt men, they were sternly rebuked by Paul (1 Corinthians 1-4).  Later John the apostle wrote condemning “Diotrophes, who loves to have the preeminence” (2 John 9).  With removal of the apostles’ influence, however, the leaven worked more effectively, culminating in the revelation of “the man of sin, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he  sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4).











Another Gospel Meeting





     I don't know when Gospel meetings began but I suppose you could consider Paul's missionary journeys a series of extended meetings. I do know that as far back as I can remember such meetings have been a part of my life. It was the practice of my parents to attend Gospel meetings in the area when they happened and the children were conditioned to go along.


     It was quite common for many of these meetings to be held under a large tent, i.e. "Tent Meetings". Larger congregations would purchase and maintain a large tent capable of housing 150 or more and they would make them available to smaller groups who did not have one. Such meetings often lasted two or three weeks in the summer with no A/C and the crowds would be overflowing. It took a great deal of effort on the part of many people to pull them off and the support of local members and visiting members was crucial to their success. Nonetheless, with this facility and by these means the Gospel was spread throughout rural America.


     Times have changed now and our focus on meetings has taken a different direction, but does that mean that Gospel meetings are not as important anymore? I sure hope no one here thinks that way but just what is your attitude toward our meeting this week? Do you see it as an added hassle in your busy schedule? An added inconvenience for the kids who have to stay up later on school nights? (not that it is so) Another meeting to sit through? Or is it perhaps an opportunity to revel in spiritual thoughts and studies to enrich my life in God's word?


   Think for a moment about what it takes to make 					Cont on Page 3
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. The Jackson family; Irene Adams is


now at home where she is recovering from broken bones suffered in a fall last week. Remember 


Bro. James Adams also; David Nash; Elaine


 Clem; June Guyton  suffering with back pain 


for some time. Bonnie Smith; 


Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Megan Borders; Jessica


 Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell; 


________________________________________





Gospel Meeting With Sewell Hall


Oct 11-13 on Building our Faith


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Sterling Borders


 Song Leader----Adam Kreis


Lord's Supper---Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 1-----Sam Adams Sr. 


   Asst. 2-----Larry Coots


   Asst. 3-----Tony Waite


   Asst. 4-----Zack Adams


   Asst. 5-----Chantz Adams 


2nd Prayer---Randall Rogers


Read Scripture---Ryan Pink 


Sermon-------Woody McClendon


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer--- Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader---Steve Huff


2nd Prayer---Cecil Douthitt 


Read Scripture---Bill Scott


Sermon--------Whit Hays


Lord's Supper---Wallis Hampson


Announcements—Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Gary Humfleet


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Chantz Adams


 Invitation---Sterling Borders


 Closing Prayer---Adam Kreis





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














